Describing Form and Composition
Learning, and effectively using, the vocabulary of art
is part of Understanding the Art World. In this in this
mini-lesson students are introduced to language
used to describe how the form of an artwork is
composed. It is designed to help students who are
being introduced to the concepts of the Principles of
Design and Elements of Art identify and describe
how these components work together in an
artwork.

Grade level:

6, 7, 8

Topic/Media:

Visual art vocabulary
and descriptive
language

Duration:

2 class periods

Studio Habits:

Understand Art World

Anchor
Standards:

AS9

Included in this mini-lesson

This mini-lesson includes Essential Questions, Objectives, Learning Targets, Suggested Timeline, Electronic
Student Handouts and Online Supporting Resources.

Instructional Components
Enduring Understanding
Using visual language accurately and effectively is part of Understanding the Art World.
Essential Questions
How do the Elements of Art and Principles of design work together in an artwork?
Objectives
To learn how to identify the Principles of Design and Elements of Art in an artwork and use descriptive language to show how
they interact.
Learning Targets
Students can identify the Principles of Design and Elements of Art in an artwork and explain how they interact using descriptive
language.

Unit Outline and Suggested Timeline
Unit Component

Component Introduction

Sequence & Duration

EUs/EQs/UOs

A student handout that explains the unit’s Enduring Understandings, Essential
Questions and Unit Objectives

5-minute intro on day 1
of unit

Warm up - Hook

Play “description game” with class in small groups (see instructions here).

20 minutes

Learning Activity

Watch “Let’s talk about art – building a visual arts vocabulary” video

10 minutes

Class Activity

Play “Building a Visual Arts Vocabulary” Kahoot!

20 - 30 minutes

Individual Activity

complete “Using Visual Arts Vocabulary” assignment (included in student
pack)

Time frame flexible –
1 class session or a
homework assignment
(usually extends over 1
night)

Warm-Up Hook
Description Game
You will need
• 1 cardboard box for every 5 or 6 students
• 1 object to put in each bag. Objects should have an interesting shape and texture
• Paper and pencil for each student
To prepare:
•
•

Cut a hole in the side of each box just big enough for a hand to reach inside.
Put one object in each box and seal it up

How to play:
Step 1 - Divide students into teams of 5 or 6
Step 2 - Give one box to each team. No peeking inside.
Step 3 - Students in group taking turns reaching into the box and saying ONE descriptive word about the
object.
Step 4 - Other students in group write down a guess for what they think is in the box.
Step 5 - Next student repeats Step 3, other students revise their guesses based on the new descriptive
word.
Step 6 - Game continues until all students have offered a descriptive word
Step 7 - When all students have finished the round, box is opened to see if anyone guessed the object
correctly.

Online Resources

Let’s talk about art video

Kahoot! Building A Visual Arts
Vocabulary

Sample written assignment with notes

Connect with me and the Thinking Like an Artist store
Questions, comments or suggestions? Contact me through my Thinking Like an Artist store. Be
sure to click on the ‘Follow Me’ next to my Seller picture to receive notifications of new products
and upcoming sales.
Follow me on Twitter and Pinterest for additional resources and ideas.
Get great info and ideas, connect with other art teachers from around the globe, and read my
blog posts on the Asian Region Art Educators Facebook page.

Brian Reverman has taught high school and middle school art since 2004,
including the IBO DP Visual Arts Course, at the Casablanca American School, the
American School of Bombay, and the International School of Beijing. He is
currently the Artist in Residence at HKUGA College in Hong Kong. Brian is also the
creator of the ISB Art History Channel on YouTube and the art education website,
Occasionally you can see the mountains clearly.

Note: All links in this document were checked and active at the time of publication. Due to the fluctuations of the
internet, I recommend you check all links in student versions to make sure they are still working. If you find a broken
link, please let me know and I will make corrections or find an alternative.

If you found this project useful please rate it on TpT

Copyright © Brian Reverman. All rights reserved by author. This product is to be used by the original downloader only. Copying for more
than one teacher, classroom, department, school, or school system is prohibited. This product may not be distributed or displayed digitally
for public view. Failure to comply is a copyright infringement and a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA). Clipart and
elements found in this PDF are copyrighted and cannot be extracted and used outside of this file without permission or license. Intended
for classroom and personal use ONLY.

Using visual arts vocabulary - art analysis assignment
This is the grading rubric for this part of the project.
Shows Mastery

Approaching Proficiency

Shows emerging
understanding

Student demonstrates, with
some consistency, evidence
of partial understanding of
concepts, skills, and/or
processes within the
objectives of the project.

Student demonstrates
evidence of initial and/or
inconsistent understanding of
concepts, skills, and/or
processes within the
objectives of the projects.

Shows Proficiency

Student demonstrates
the ability to transfer
concepts, skills, and/or
processes beyond the
objectives of the
project.

7

Student demonstrates
evidence of thorough and
consistent understanding
of concepts, skills, and/or
processes within the
objectives of the project.

6

5

4

3

2

Insufficient
evidence for
assessment
Student
demonstrates
incomplete or
insufficient
evidence.

1

Research and Project Development
Observe/
Understand
the Art
World
(learning
about art
concepts)

Your analysis of the
form of the art in
question shows a
sophisticated
understanding of the
important expressive
aspects of the visual
language.

Your analysis of the
form of the art in
question shows a clear
understanding of the
important expressive
aspects of the visual
language.

Your description of the
form of the art in
question shows some
understanding of the
important expressive
aspects of the visual
language.

Your description of the
form of the art in
question shows some
recording of a few
expressive aspects of the
visual language.

REMEMBER - YOU CAN REVISE THIS ASSIGNMENT AFTER YOU
RECEIVE YOUR TEACHER’S COMMENTS AND RESUBMIT TO
IMPROVE YOUR SCORE
Use the links in the resource center to help you respond effectively to the questions below.

RESOURCE CENTER
Art Vocabulary
(make your responses descriptive and precise)
The Elements of Art
(definitions of these)
The Principles of Composition
(sometimes called Design)
Deciphering the THEME
Figuring out what the artist is trying to express

0

Part 1 - Analyzing Form
Use the resource center provided to help you complete the tables below.

Find three descriptive adjectives that would accurately tell about the LINES in these three
artworks.

Find three descriptive adjectives that would accurately tell about the artist’s use of COLOR
in these three artworks.

Part 2 - Analyzing Composition

Writing in complete sentences, explain how this artist uses AT LEAST THREE DIFFERENT
FORMAL ELEMENTS to create a sense of unity and variety in the artwork.

Writing in complete sentences, explain how this artist uses AT LEAST TWO DIFFERENT
FORMAL ELEMENTS to create a sense of HARMONY in the artwork.

Part 3 - Analyzing Art

Write a short paragraph, using descriptive language, explaining how the artist has the formal
elements and principles of design to make a visually interesting artwork.

